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George Francis Henriksen 
1914-2001 


The facts of a standard obituary 
do not begin to do justice to the loss 
that is felt by those whose lives 
were touched by George Henriksen. 
If you were lucky enough to be 
counted among those who were 
part of his life, you know that he 
was a presence not easily forgotten, 
and impossible to replace. 

George, like all who are deeply 
loved in this life, will be remem- 
bered in many different ways. He 
will be remembered as a husband who never stopped loving 
over 64 years. He will be remembered as a father who took 
great pride in his children’s accomplishments, and stressed 
the importance of always making a difference in your little 
corner of the world. He will be remembered as a Grandpa 
who the other kids envied. The first Grandpa to appear for 


standard for what a Grandpa can be to a child. 

He will also be remembered as a kindhearted pharmacist. 
Many have stopped to tell his family the stories of needing 
medicine they couldn't afford, and Grandpa saying “just pay 
me when you can.” He will be remembered as the man be- 

uulchind.the.scenes in local politics, doing all he could to create 
p the change he so strongly believed in. 

ines Tt was difficult to answer the question, “what were your 
Grandpa's hobbies?” There was his love of sports, his love of 
travel, his love of hot fudge sundaes. But people were his 
biggest hobby. It was exasperating at times to try to go out 
for a meal with George. I do not remember a single occasion 
when we were not approached by someone who loved the 
man. And George, as only he could, would rise from the table 
to offer a strong handshake, or a hug. He was glad to see 
everyone, and if he said “great to see you,’ know that it was 
sincere. It took days to take dictation from Grandpa of what 
to say in his Christmas cards. He wanted the words to be 
right, wanted the genuine affection and interest in others to 
come across. 
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If you knew George, feel blessed, 
and know that he felt blessed to 
have been a large or small part of 
f your life. Know that he got as much 
love as he so freely gave to so many 
for so long. Know too that he left 
this life the way he would have 
H wanted, peacefully, in his home, 
close to Ellen, and engulfed in love. 
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every school function, dance recital, and fundraiser, he set the 
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